
 

 
 

February 10, 2010 

NY AUDIENCE VOTE THAT “THE U.S. SHOULD STEP BACK FROM ITS 

SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH ISRAEL” 

Yesterday, Intelligence Squared US (IQ2US), the Oxford-style debate series that is 

popular among the intelligentsia in London and New York, hosted a debate on the 

American/Israeli relationship to a sold-out audience at NYU’s Skirball Center. 

By a vote of 49% to 47% the audience voted in favor of the motion “The U.S. should step 

back from its special relationship with Israel” (4% abstained).  

The evening’s winning team arguing for the motion comprised Roger Cohen, formerly 

The New York Times’s foreign editor and now a columnist for the paper, and Columbia 

University Arab Studies professor Rashid Khalidi. 

Arguing against the motion were former senior U.S. diplomat Stuart Eizenstat and former 

Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Itamar Rabinovich. 

Roger Cohen won over New Yorkers by claiming: “Jihadi terrorism aimed at the United 

States is not primarily motivated perhaps by the Palestinian issue, but it is a major 

factor.” 

“If the United States moved away from the special relationship what will happen with 

some of our allies?” asked Rashid Khalidi. “They would applaud. They see the United 

States as systematically weakening itself by this perverse special relationship.” 

John Donvan, correspondent for ABC News Nightline, moderated the debate, the results 

of which don’t bode well for Israel. 

 


